
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Gale Jones Carson, Executive Assistant to the Mayor 
 (901) 576-6007 

 
City Leaders Examine City Charter Commission Election 

 
City Attorney challenges validity of Sept. 8 Charter Commission filing deadline. 
 
MEMPHIS, TN (Sept. 2, 2004)--- The City of Memphis administration, under the leadership of City 
Attorney Sara Hall, is in discussion with the Shelby County Election Commission and the 
Tennessee Election Commission regarding legal issues surround the proposed seven-member 
city charter commission.  
 
The Commercial Appeal and other media outlets reported earlier this week that the filing 
deadline for anyone interested in running for a seat on the proposed charter commission must file 
by Sept. 8, 2004, to run in the upcoming November election.   
 
According to Hall, September 8 is no longer the deadline for interested individuals to file their 
intent to run for the charter commission. “The Shelby County Election Commission will publish 
a notice at least 10 days prior to the filing deadline,” stated Hall. 
 
The City’s position, according to Hall, is that an election for a city charter commission should be 
held during a Memphis municipal election and the next Memphis municipal election will be held 
in October 2007. 
 
“The City wants to ensure that state law is followed and the local legislative body, which is the 
City Council, has the opportunity to set the qualifications for the city charter commission 
members,” said Hall. “Without that opportunity, citizens could be denied one man/one vote and 
the opportunity under voting rights cases for a cross section of the population to meaningfully 
participate in the election.” 
 
 

-ENDIT- 


